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SUBJECT: PRESS LINE ON STATE OF EMERGENCY IN INDIA 

REF: STATE 151654 

1. THE EMBASSY FULLY CONCURS WITH THE PRINCIPAL THAT IT SHOULD 
NOT BE A RECORD SOURCE ON PUBLISHED COMMENT AND SHOULD AVOID 
EVEN BACKGROUND COMMENT AND SPECULATION ON THE EMERGENCY SITU- 
ATION. DEPARTMENT MUST REALIZE HOWEVER THAT THERE IS A FLOW OF 
NON-RESIDENT CORRESPONDENTS ARRIVING IN DELHI AND IT WILL BE 
DIFFICULT TO AVOID COURTESY OFF-THE-RECORD BACKGROUNDERS ON THE 
FACTS GENERALLY AVAILABLE TO THE RESIDENT PRESS. 

2. THOUGH THE SUGGESTED "NO COMMENT" PRESS LINE IS A GOOD STANCE 
FOR ACTUAL QUERIES, EMBASSY FEELS ADDITIONALLY THAT AS SITUATION 
DEVELOPS THE PROHIBITION ON OFF-THE-RECORD DISCUSSIONS WITH 
ABSOLUTELY NO ATTRIBUTION OR INDICATION OF AMERICAN SOURCES 
(SEE SEPTEL) BY SENIOR OFFICIALS WOULD PROVE DIFFICULT. 

3. NORMALLY PRODUCTIVE SOURCES IN THE INDIAN MEDIA HAVE DRIED 
UP WITH THE IMPOSITION OF THE STATE OF EMERGENCY AND JOURNALISTS 
HAVE ALREADY INDICATED THEIR UNWILLINGNESS IN THE IMMEDIATE 
FUTURE TO ENGAGE IN FOREIGN EMBASSY CONTACTS UNDER CURRENT 
CONDITIONS. 
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4. THE EMBASSY MAY HAVE TO RELY MORE HEAVILY ON US NEWSMEN AS 
SOURCES. SUCH CONTACTS REQUIRE SOME TWO-WAY FLOW OF INFORMATION 
ON NON-ATTRIBUTAL BASIS. 

SAXBE 
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